
Welcome to 
Dosbarth Elwy

RECEPTION & YEAR 1

2023-24



My name is Mr Jones and I am really 

looking forward to being your class 

teacher this year.  Miss Parr will be 

our full-time Teaching Assistant.

I hope that your year in Dosbarth 

Elwy will not only be a happy one, 

but also a huge success. To help you 

to be ready to learn and get the most 

out of each school day, here is a short 

guide, for you and your parents, to 

being a successful learner in Reception 

& Year 1. 



Children who are ready to learn...
● Usually have had a good night’s sleep.

● Have eaten breakfast and had a drink 

before school starts.

● Are feeling fit and well, or their teacher 

knows if they are a little under the 

weather. Just pop a note on Seesaw to let 

me know. 

● Are happy to come into school. Please let 

me know if they’ve had ‘one of those 

mornings’. We all get them from time to 

time and it helps us to help you and your 

child if we know it’s not been the best of 

starts! 

How to be an effective 
learner in Reception & 
Year 1:

•Use Sant Dunawd’s Super Powers to develop 
learning skills



Sant Dunawd’s Super Learning Powers





How to ensure that your voice

is heard in Reception & Year 1:
● Speak clearly and confidently
● Suggest ideas for the School Council and 

Eco-Council.
● Put your hand up to share your ideas
● Design your own assemblies about 

things happening in the news to share 
with the class

● Learn to justify your opinions, it doesn’t 
matter if they’re different 

● Give your ideas for new topics 

How to manage your emotions:

● Talk to a friend / adult that you can trust

● Write a note and pop it in the class worry box

● Tell an adult if you feel unsafe or anxious

● Take your time

● Breathe slowly

● Know that emotions are normal

● Learn the names of different types of emotions

● Stay positive

● Keep a diary

● Know that sometimes things are challenging

● Be brave and try new things

● Do something fun when you feel low, e.g. dance!



The School Day 

❖ Our school day begins at 8:55am however the gates are open from 8:45am. Those children wishing to 
arrive to school before 8:55am have the opportunity to complete ‘Morning Activities’ in class.

❖ We have a whole school assembly at 9:10am on a Monday, Wednesday and Thursday. On a Tuesday we 
have a class assembly and on a Friday it is our Celebration Service.

❖ We have a morning snack at 10:30am. Children are able to choose a healthy fruit snack during this time.  
Please pay for the morning snack on ParentPay at £1.50 per week.  

❖ We try to go outside as much as possible, so please make sure your child has a coat in school in case it 
rains.

❖ Lunch time is from 11:50 – 12:50pm. Please make sure that if your child is having a school lunch, it has 
been pre-ordered using the online booking system.

❖ During the afternoon session we aim to have a short break to stretch their legs with a short physical 
development break.

❖ The school day ends at 3:05pm. If your child needs to stay in school after 3.05pm, please contact Bangor-
on-Dee Childcare to arrange any childcare needs.



Being Organised…
❖Remember to bring your water bottle 

every day (don’t forget to take it 
home to wash it each night). 

❖Bring everything you need for the 
day into the classroom when you 
arrive at school in the morning.

❖You will have all the equipment you 
need provided in your classroom.

❖Check the ‘Home Box’ for any 
letters/forms that you may need to 
take home.

PE Kits
Our PE Days – Monday
You will come to school in your kit on the days that 
you have PE.
PE kit: 
• white T-shirt or House T-shirt (red, green or blue) 
• black shorts  
• white/grey socks  
• trainers for outdoor activities  
• black joggings bottoms or leggings and zip up 

tops may be worn in cold weather

Forest School Kit is required on Wednesday

Reading Books & Diaries
Reading books will be sent home on a Friday 
Books can be returned by Thursday each week to be 
exchanged.  Children may also keep the same book 
for more than a week if they haven’t finished it. 
Unfortunately, books cannot be changed if they are 
not brought back to school. Please see Home Reading 
Diaries for information about our Class Reading 
Bookworm.



Learning Partners

• Let your partner share his or her views
• Think about what your partner is saying
• Look at your partner when they are talking
• Show an interest in your partner’s ideas/work
• Don’t let other people/things distract you
• Stay focused and keep on task
• If you think your partner’s ideas are more 

interesting, be prepared to ‘let go’ of some of your 
own ideas

• Try to be clear
• Say more than one or two words!
• Try not to be bossy when putting your ideas 

across

You will be given the chance to work 
with a new Learning Partner 
frequently. 
Learning Partners are great because 
you get the chance to work with and 
learn from everyone in the class 
throughout the year. It is important to 
learn how to be a successful learning 
partner. 
Here are some top tips:



We understand that family time is precious and that children need a break when they get home from 
a busy day in school. We believe that ‘little and often’ is the most beneficial approach to homework 
for children at this age.

1) Daily Reading - Any form of reading is good for a child, not just their school book. If they are 
reluctant to read their school book, you can take it in turns. You read a page, they read a page. 
Encourage them to read at every opportunity - the newspaper, signs and adverts, comics and 
magazines.  Once your child is blending phonics sounds, they will bring home a reading book.  In 
addition, phonic sound sheets will be used to practice at home over the half term.

2) Maths – There will be opportunities for children to complete some maths activities at home when 
we have finished a unit of work.  Please see Seesaw for any homework set.

3) Spellings – There will be opportunities for children to complete some spelling activities at home 
when we have finished a unit of work.  Please see Seesaw for any homework set.

If you wish, when you go on a visit at a weekend or school holiday, you can send in pictures for 
your child to talk to the rest of the class about.



Please make sure you join our class Seesaw as soon 
as your child brings home the joining information. 

We use Seesaw to share learning and experiences 
during the year. Children love it when you like and 
comment on the work they share.

Seesaw is also great to keep you updated with any 
events in school or little reminders about what the 
children may need from day to day.

The private message option is very handy if you need 
to let me know about anything regarding your child.
I will always try to reply as soon as I can.  Normal 
work hours are 8.30am-5.30pm.
 
Please do not use Seesaw to report absences as I 
may not always get to check it when I am teaching. 
Please email or phone the school office before 
8:55am to report pupil absence.



If you would like any further information, 
please message me on Seesaw or catch me at 

the end of the school day. 
Likewise if you have any concerns, please get 
in touch sooner rather than later so that we 
can do our best to get them sorted for you.

 
Diolch
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